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The writer is courteously impersonal, but he makes quite
clear his own opinion as to the correct answer to the question
.he asks.

I think there is room for a different opinion under specific
circumstances. If a resolution in favour of a certain
"principle" is carried (at a Representative Meeting) after
-quite inadequate discussion, by what i8 little better than a
"snatch "vote, the question having arisen indirectly, and
,there being a powerful minority absolutely opposed to the
-said " principle," I maintain that the opinion of the Repre-
tentative Meeting may, under such conditions, be considered
ha" pious opinion " only, and need not be accepted as a bind-
ing law of the Association.Fnor example, the Association decided to form Divisions.
'This became binding on every member, whether he approved
of it or not. But, as long as the question of Divisions was in
-the earlier stage of discussion as a " principle " only, it is
common knowledge that some members fought against it to
,the end, in spite of resolutions passed at general meetings.
'So also, on the question of altering the subscription.

I promise my loyal observance of all similar legitimate
irules, independently of my personal views. But I think I
must claim to retain my freedom to oppose, by any means in
,my power, " principles " which I believe to be mischievous and
mistaken, even if they have been approved by a Representative
Meeting, so long as they are " principles" only.
Let your correspondent propose at the next Representative

Meeting:
That all resolutions passed at this meeting shall be absolutely binding
on all members of the Association;

and, if he can carry it, the minority will have the usual choice
between submission and resignation of membership.-I am,
etc.,
Altrincham, Dec. 5th. T. W. H. GARSTANG.

MEETING OF BRANCH AND DIVISIONAL
SECRETARIES AT LEICESTER.

tSIR,-The question of the desirability of such a meeting,
enooted some two months ago, has been brought prominently
to the front by the circular issued by the Organization
Committee.

It would be an advantage, in order that all interested
may be in a position to give their decision, to get the main
principles of such a meeting clearly stated by those who
advocate it, especially seeing this Committee is considering
the subject, but suggests that it should take the form only of
a conference between two bodies, which is not exactly what
some of its advocates desire.
The main necessity would seem to be that the secretaries

4ahould have a " common room," admission to which will be
only possible for them, and this on showing a special nass.
If the Association will provide this room, well and good; if
they do not see their way to do so, then by a small subscrip-
Ction from every Division participating, the whole cost,
inclusive of any incidental printing, could be met.
This room will be used for friendly converse; at certain

tours there could be meetings for Branch Secretaries; at
others for Divisional Secretaries; and, again, if either of these
cneetings, by resolution, desired it, a conference with the
officials who may be more nearly in touch with Divisional
work.
The essentials desirable in such meetings seem to be these:

A right to elect a chairman for the session from among them-
-selves; an absence of all officials, except as a result of a
special resolution and invitation; no unnecessary red-tape;
an esprit de corp8 that will stand by the chairman's decisions,
whether right or wrong, and will allow of subsequent whole-
hearted support of any resolution passed by a majority; a
-decision to consider all discussion as being confidential and
in camera.
Among the secretaries are those conversant with Branch

Council, Central Council, as well as Standing Committee
work, consequently they do not seem to need any others
to be present, except at a special conference. We do not
'require a second Representative or Annual General Meeting in
miniature. If secretaries will be brief, get their points
arranged, take notes, and be willing to be brought up
sharp at the end of three or five minutes, or when out of
order, then a lot of good will result.
With regard to an agenda; this could be arranged by signed

suggestions being dropped in a box in the room overnight,
posting them after arrangement next morning, and by a show

of hands at the meeting later it could be at once deeided if
the subject was worthy of discussion.
As to the individual expenses of those attending, it should

be pointed out that it is at present illegal to use Asso-
ciation funds, but it has been decided that Branch funds
can be used to pay the return railway fare; third class is good
enough.' Many in any case will be paid by the Association.
A round-robin subscription (minimum 25. 6d. or 3s. 6d.,
according to number of members) got up in every Br.anch,
and worked through the Divisions, will allow of reimbursing
not only the secretaries but possibly also all representatives
of the Divisions of that Branch, as well as those on the
Central Council. An allowance of a guinea a day, did the
collection mount to it, should be considered satisfactory for
hotel and locum expenses. Those Branches that have private
funds could not do better than give a subscription to what
should be a standing fund of each Branch under the new
organization.

It would be exceedingly helpful to have the views of
secretaries on the whole matter; and if they have not the
inclination for a public letter they will no doubt send a note
to the Medical Secretary saying what they would suggest.
Let us meet on the Monday, but not to clash with the
Representatives' Meeting.-I am. etc.,

E. ROWLAND FOTHERGILL,
Honorary Secretary, Wandsworth Division.

Soutlflelds, S.W., Dec. 6th.
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THE TREATMENT OF CANCER.
SIR,-In the report of Mr. Mayo Robson's interesting

Bradshaw Lecture in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOUIRNAL, Decem-
ber 3rd, p. 1505, the results obtained by me in the treatment
of carcinoma of the colon by colectomy are referred to in detail.
It is stated quite correctly that I reported2 seven colectomies
without a death, but the other details given by Mr. Robson are
curiously inaccurate. Not onlyarethe intervalsof time between
operation and report wrongly given, but recurrences of the
disease unknown to myself are mentioned. By way of correc-
tion, I give you the following extract from my paper (p. i8i of
the same issue): " With the exception of the first patient on
the list, who lived in complete comfort for four years and then
died suddenly from heart disease, all the patients are alive
and in good health at the present time, and they have all put
on flesh. All the patients have been examined recently, and
no evidences of recurrence can be detected either from the
presence of symptoms or by physical examination of the
abdomen. In three cases sufficient time has elapsed to give
good grounds for hoping that the cure in them will be
permanent. One case was operated upon over four years ago,
another two and a half years ago, and the third two years and
two months ago; the remaining three cases were operated
upon too recently-nine, six, and two months ago-to warrant
any prediction regarding ultimate prognosis."
Twelve months have elapsed since the paragraph just

quoted was written, and the six patients are still alive and
well and free from any known recurrence. During these
twelve months I have done two more colectomies for carci-
noma of the colon. Both patients made normal recoveries,
and are now alive and well, without recurrence.-I am, etc.,
London, W., Dec. 3rd. BILTON POLLARD..

2 Big SH MNDICAL JOULNAL. Januarv grd. zooA. v. zri.

CANCER AND PRE-CANCEROUS CONDITIONS.
SIR,-Mr. Mayo Robson, in his Bradshaw lecture on "The

Treatment of Cancer,"3 rightly insists upon the importance of
attending to pre-cancerous conditions.
The theory that every malignant growth (with the excep-

tion, perhaps, of certain congenital sarcomata) is preceded by
a "I tage of tissue irritation,"' of greater or less duration, can
certainly be sustained on clinical grounds, and the more we
inquire into the matter the more certain does this become.
The fact referred to in your leader on the subject, that " the
histologist has not been able to produce any evidence for
terming any of these various types of lesions pre-cancerous " is
of little account-when it is borne in mind that the changes
occurring in cancer are essentially intranuclear, and of these
the histologist, as yet, knows very little.
In a paper in the Medical Chronicle4 I advanced the view that

cancer was due to the loos of the integrating function of the
nuclei of the histogenic cells. I. also suggested that further
study of the dividing nuclei of the cancer cells might throw

3BRITis MEDICAL JOURNAL, December 3rd, I9o4.
4 Jed. ChrAo., xqco. Vol. iv (third series), p. 176.


